
Surgical Management of Cancer     





• Cancer begins when genetic changes impair 
this orderly process. 

• Cells start to grow uncontrollably.









Presentation 

• Symptoms and signs

• Radiology and labs



Diagnosis

• Incisional biopsy

• Excisional biopsy

• Diagnostic surgery



Staging

• Clinical 

• Radiological

• Pathological

• Staging surgery





Primary Treatment

• Intent :

1. Curative +/- Adjuvant/Neoadjuvant

2. Palliative



• Resection

open / Minimally invasive / endoscopic

• Safety margins (R0, R1, R2)

• Lymphadenectomy

• Metastatectomy



Palliation 

• Obstruction

• Bleeding

• Pain

• Feeding

• Mass effect

• Perforation 



Reconstructive or Plastic Surgery

• . Reconstructive surgery may be done at the 
same time as surgery to remove the tumor. 

• Or, it may be done later after a person has 
healed or received additional treatment.

• Ex:  Breast reconstruction after Mastectomy



Prevention

• Surgery is performed to reduce the risk of 
developing cancer.

• FAP : colon

• BRCA1/2: Breast



• Open

• Laparoscopic / Robotic

• LASER

• Cryosurgery

• Microscopic

• Endoscopic


